ORDINANCE NO. 65

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE APPLE VALLEY FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT, COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
ADOPTING AN ADMINISTRATIVE CITATION PROGRAM.

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE APPLE VALLEY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTIONS-

Applicability

Definitions

Continuing Violations
Administrative Citation

Amount of Fine

Payment of Fine

Right to Appeal

Advance Deposit Hardship Waiver
Administrative Fine Schedule

0. Repeal of Conflicting Ordinance
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SECTION 1- APPLICABILITY

This ordinance provides for administrative citations, which are in
addition to all other legal remedies, criminal or civil, which the District
may pursue to address a violation of this code. Use of this ordinance
is at the sole discretion of the District. This ordinance is authorized
under Government Code Sections 53069.4 and Health and Safety
Code Sections 13861(h) and (i), 13870 and 13871.

SECTION 2- DEFINITIONS
For the purposes of this ordinance:
A. “District” means Apple Valley Fire Protection District (AVFPD).
B. “‘Code” or “this code” means any AVFPD Ordinance, the
California State Fire Code, or the Health and Safety Code, or

any condition of approval placed on development regarding
the foregoing.
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“Continuing violation” means any violation of a Code when the
violation pertains to building, plumbing, electrical, or other
similar structural or zoning issues, that do not create an
immediate danger to health or safety.

“‘Data Ticket Inc.” means a third-party company that the Fire
District uses for administering, processing, and collections for
all administrative citations.

“Fire Official” means any employee of the AVFPD within the
Community Risk Reduction Division (CRRD) with the authority
to enforce a provision of this Code and appointed by the Fire
Marshal to perform such functions, the Fire Marshal and Chief
Officers

“Fire Chief’ means an employee of the AVFPD that supervises
the Fire Marshal and appoints the Hearing Officer.

“‘Responsible Person” means the owner, operator or person or
entity otherwise in charge and control of property that is the
subject of a violation, or who is otherwise causing, permitting
or aiding and abetting in any violation of this Code.

SECTION 3- CONTINUING VIOLATIONS

If a violation is a continuing violation, the District shall provide a
reasonable period of time for the Responsible Person to correct or
otherwise remedy the violation before the imposition of an
administrative fine. For any violation of the Code, other than a
continuing violation, the Fire Official may impose an administrative
fine concurrently with the issuance of the first administrative citation
and on each subsequent administrative citation.

SECTION 4- ADMINISTRATIVE CITATION

A.

Authority. Whenever a Fire Official determines that a violation
of this Code has occurred, the Fire Official has the authority to
issue an administrative citation to the Responsible Person
causing or permitting the violation.

Contents of Citation. Each administrative citation shall contain
the following information:
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o)

6)

7)

8)

9)

The name and mailing address of the Responsible
Person.
The date of the violation.

The address or a definite description of the location
where the violation occurred.

The section of this Code violated and a description of
the violation.

The amount of the fine, if applicable, for the Code
violation.

A description of the fine payment process, including a
description of the time within which and the place to
which the fine shall be paid.

An order prohibiting the continuation or repeated
occurrence of the Code violation described in the
administrative citation.

A description of the administrative citation review
process, including the time within which the
administrative citation may be contested and the place
from which a request for hearing form to contest the
administrative citation may be obtained.

The name and signature of the citing Fire Official.

Delivery of Citation. The administrative citation shall be
delivered by the following methods:

1)

If the Responsible Person is present at the scene of the
violation, the citing Fire Official shall attempt to obtain
their signature on the administrative citation and shall
deliver a copy of the administrative citation to them.

If the Responsible Person is a business, and the
business owner is on the premises, the Fire Official shall
attempt to deliver the administrative citation to the
business owner. |If the Fire Official is unable to serve
the business owner on the premises and the Fire Official
can only locate the manager or on-site supervisor, the
administrative citation may be issued in the name of the
business and a copy given to the manager or on-site
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supervisor. A copy of the administrative citation shall
also be mailed to the business owner by first class mail
and certified mail with return receipt requested. If a
copy of the administrative citation that is sent by certified
mail is returned by the United States Postal Service
unsigned or marked “unclaimed” and/or “refused,” then
service by first class mail shall be deemed effective.

3) If the Responsible Person cannot be located at the
property, then a copy of the administrative citation shall
be sent by first-class mail and certified mail with return
receipt requested to the Responsible Person, as shown
on the County Tax Assessor’s Roll or otherwise known
to the Fire Official. If a copy of the administrative citation
that is sent by certified mail is returned by the United
States Postal Service unsigned or marked “unclaimed”
and/or “refused,” then service by first class mail shall be
deemed effective.

Dismissal of Citation. At any time before the hearing, if the Fire
Official determines that there was no violation as charged in
the administrative citation or that the citation should be
dismissed in the interest of justice, the Fire Official shall
dismiss the administrative citation, cancel the hearing, and
refund any administrative citation fine.

SECTION 5- AMOUNT OF FINE

A.

Maximum Amount of Fine. The maximum amount of the fine
imposed for each code violation under this ordinance shall be
as set forth by the District's Board, or as otherwise set forth
herein.

SECTION 6- PAYMENT OF THE FINE

A

Due Date. The fine shall be paid in full to Data Ticket Inc., or
any company the District hires to replace it, within 30 calendar
days of the issuance of the citation. following the date of the
administrative citation. Payment may be in the form of
cashier’'s check, money order, or personal check. Do not send
cash. Checks should be made out to the Apple Valley Fire
Protection District. Please indicate the citation number on your
payment. The Fire Official may (but shall not be obligated to)
suspend the imposition of fines for any period of time during
which the violator has filed for necessary permits, and such
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permits are required to achieve compliance, and the permit
applications are actively pending before the appropriate
governmental agency.

Refund. The District shall refund a fine paid if the hearing
officer determines that the Responsible Person charged in the
citation was not responsible for the violation or that there was
no violation as charged.

Further Violations Not Excused. Payment of a fine under this
chapter shall not excuse or discharge any continuation or
repeated occurrence of the Code violation.

SECTION 7- RIGHT TO APPEAL AND HEARING PROCEDURES

A.

The right to appeal and hearing procedures are administered
by Data Ticket. The Appellant may refer to the citation for
specific instructions or contact Data Ticket directly for
procedures.

SECTION 8- ADVANCE DEPOSIT HARDSHIP WAIVER

A.

Request for Waiver. A person who intends to contest an
administrative citation under Section 7 hereof and who is
financially unable to make the required advance deposit of the
fine may file a request for an advance deposit hardship waiver
under this section.

Filing. An advance deposit hardship waiver shall be filed with
the District's Board Clerk on a form provided by the District.
The application submitted shall include an affidavit, together
with any supporting documents or materials, demonstrating
the person’'s actual financial inability to deposit with the
District the full amount of the fine. The waiver form shall be
filed within 10 calendar days following the date of the
administrative citation.

Deposit Requirement Stayed. The requirements of depositing
the fine shall be stayed unless or until the District makes a
determination not to issue the advance deposit hardship
waiver.

Standard for Waiver. The Fire Chief may waive the
requirement of an advance deposit and issue the waiver only
if the evidence submitted demonstrates to the satisfaction of
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the Fire Chief of the person’s actual financial inability to
deposit with the District the full amount of the fine in advance
of the hearing.

Written Determination. The Fire Chief shall issue a written
determination listing the reasons for his or her determination
to issue or not issue the advance deposit hardship waiver. The
written determination of the Fire Chief is final. The written
determination shall be served upon the person who applied
for the waiver.

Deposit Required If Waiver Denied. If the District determines
not to issue a waiver, the person cited shall deposit the fine
with the District's Board Clerk within 10 days following the date
of that decision or 30 days following the date of the citation,
whichever is later.

SECTION 9- ADMINISTRATIVE FINE SCHEDULE

A.

Violation Penalties. The amount of penalty to be imposed for
a violation of the Code and assessed by means of an
administrative citation shall be according to the Administrative
Fine Schedule set forth below. Every person who violates any
provision of the Code is guilty of a misdemeanor. The
imposition of one penalty for any violation shall not excuse
the violation or permit such violation to continue; and all
such persons shall be required to correct or remedy such
violations or defects within a reasonable time; and when not
otherwise specified, each day that prohibited conditions are
maintained shall constitute a separate offense.

Maximum Amount of Fine Not Listed. The maximum
amount of the fine imposed for any violation not listed in
Administrative Fee Schedule ordinance or resolution, as
such may be amended from time to time, may not exceed
the maximum fine or penalty amounts for infractions set
forth in subdivision (b) of Section 25132 of the California
Government Code.
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ADMINISTRATIVE FINE SCHEDULE

Code Violation 1st 245 310
Reference Section | Description Offense | Offense | Offense
2026 CFC 110.6 Overcrowding $100 $200 $500
Unapproved locking device on
1010.2.4 | egress door $100 $200 $500
113.3.4 | Removal of stop work order $100 $200 $500
Failure to obtain operational
105.1.1 | permit $100 $200 $500
Failure to obtain construction
105.1.1 | permit $100 $200 $500
Failure to abide by condition(s)
105.3 of a permit $100 $200 $500
Change of use or occupancy
102.3 without approval $100 $200 $500
Failure to perform inspection,
testing, or maintenance of fire
901.6 sprinkler system $100 $200 $500
Failure to maintain and service
fire extinguishing system in
904.5.1 | commercial kitchen $100 $200 $500
Failure to perform inspection,
testing, or maintenance of fire
907.8 alarm system $100 $200 $500
Failure to maintain the fire and
life safety system in operable
907.8.4 | condition at all times $100 $200 $500
Removal or tampering of fire
901.8 protection equipment $100 $200 $500
Dangerous discard of burning
310.7 object $100 $200 $500
Obstruction of fire apparatus
503.4 access road $100 $200 $500
No water supply during
3307.2 | construction $100 $200 $500
Inadequate fire department
3307.1 access during construction $100 $200 $500
AVFPD Ord. See Ordinance 67, Section
67 5601 5601, Fireworks $1,000 | $2,000 | $5,000
See 0rd.67, Sec. 307, Hazard
307.4.2 | Abatement Fires $100 $200 $500
Other Unlawful Violation of the
CFC or AVFPD Ordinance 67 $100 $200 $500
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SECTION 10- REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCE

Ordinance 56 Administrative Citation Program & Resolution 23-001 is hereby repealed
by this Ordinance.

This Ordinance shall take effect January 1, 2026
ADOPTED this 17th day of November 2025
YES: Pivector Best, Direetor Coreino Diveetor Conley, ke fresidevd Hernandez.

NO: &
ABSTAIN: &

ABSENT: Precideny leavy

Pt Gy

Amé&nda Herfiandez, Board Vice President
Apple Valley Fire Protection District

ATTEST:

(o 7~

James Pe t, Board Secretary
Apple Valley Fire Protection District
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